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	The Provincial Public Health Laboratory (ProvLab), Alberta Health Services, Edmonton, Alberta, invites applications for the Medical Director, Provincial Laboratory for Public Health (ProvLab).

The ProvLab offers an excellent environment for career development including opportunities to pursue collaborative clinical and research activities with the School of Clinical and Laboratory Medicine, the new Li Ka Shing Institute of Virology, the Divisions of Adult and Pediatric Infectious Disease in the Faculty of Dentistry and Medicine, and the School of Public Health.  The University of Alberta and the University of Calgary rank amongst the top tier of large Canadian research intensive Universities.  Academic appointments may be held in the Faculty of Dentistry and Medicine or the School of Public Health at the University of Alberta or the Faculty of Medicine or School of Public Health at the University of Calgary.

The core functions of the ProvLab include (but are not restricted to):  testing for pathogens or immune states of public health significance, population-based screening, laboratory surveillance to support cluster detection and disease trends of public health significance, specialized diagnostic testing, education, and research.

The Medical Director, ProvLab is a key leadership position within Alberta Health Services (AHS).  The Medical Director, ProvLab is accountable for providing medical and scientific leadership to support population-based laboratory services, and in partnership with other public health professionals maintains and improves the health of all Albertans, their environment and their communities.  The Section of Medical Microbiology at the University of Alberta Hospital (UAH) is situated within and integrated with ProvLab operations.  The Director of the Section of Medical Microbiology in the Edmonton Zone reports directly to the Medical Director of ProvLab.  Both the Director of the Section of Medical Microbiology in the Edmonton Zone and the ProvLab Medical Director collaborate with the Edmonton Zone Laboratory Clinical Department Head to optimize delivery of microbiology services for both clinical services and public health.
The ProvLab Medical Director works collaboratively with the AHS Senior Medical Officer of Health and the Alberta Health and Wellness (AHW) Chief Medical Officer of Health.

In association with the Executive Director, Laboratory Services – Edmonton Zone and Provincial Programs, and in consultation with the Clinical Department Heads is accountable for all operational and strategic AHS laboratory issues and decisions requiring physician/scientist input or leadership which arise within ProvLab.

In association with the Medical/Scientific Directors, Laboratory Services provides physician/scientist input and leadership, as well as clinical laboratory expertise, to all provincial/system-wide operational and strategic issues and decisions involving or affecting the provision of laboratory services within AHS. 

In addition to the ProvLab-focused responsibilities, the Medical Director, ProvLab will participate in the integration of laboratory services across the Zone, collaboration between the laboratory service providers; and the development and implementation of AHS laboratory strategies.

In doing so, the Medical Director, ProvLab will

· Communicates the concerns and input of laboratory physicians/scientists and “user” physicians to AHS

· Supports the development of strategies, guidelines, and policies to ensure the cost efficient delivery and appropriate ordering of high quality laboratory tests (public health, clinical and environmental).
· Provides clinical leadership and expertise in laboratory technology assessment and resource allocation.

· Assists in AHS Laboratory Services budget planning.
· Functions as a Laboratory Services liaison with AHS Clinical Networks.
· Functions as a clinical laboratory “partner” of the Executive Director, Edmonton Zone and Provincial Programs.
· Works collaboratively with the Executive Vice President responsible for Clinical Support Services, Vice President – Lab Services, Zone Medical/Scientific Directors, Zone Clinical Department Heads from all five provincial zones, and Acute Care/Facility Site Medical Directors.

· Works collaboratively with the AHS Senior and Zone Medical Officers of Health. and AHW office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health.
· Works in a collaborative partnership with other agencies including Alberta Environment, Alberta Agriculture Regulatory Services Branch, Canadian Forces, and Health Canada for meeting their public health needs.
ProvLab operates out of sites located in Edmonton and Calgary with this position based either in Edmonton or Calgary. 

Qualification requirements include a Medical Doctor (MD) with certification in either Medical Microbiology or Infectious Diseases from the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (or its equivalent) or Clinical PhD from a recognized institution with specialization in clinical microbiology.  Eligibility to be recognized as a Laboratory Director by the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Alberta (CPSA).  Eligibility for fellowship from either the Royal College of Physicians of Canada or the Canadian College of Microbiologists (CCM), as required.  Eligibility for academic appointment with the University of Alberta and University of Calgary.  The candidates must demonstrate strong leadership, management, planning, and organizational skills, effective communication skills and an ability to maintain work relationships with colleagues, staff and diverse groups of professionals.  Academic rank and salary would be commensurate with experience. 

The successful candidate will report to the Associate Senior Physician – Executive, Diagnostics and Therapeutics.  He or she will also be expected to participate in the undergraduate and post-graduate training programs of the University of Alberta and University of Calgary as well as promote and develop public health and environmental research and innovation.
Please submit a letter of intent, curriculum vitae, statement of research interests and clinical experience, and arrange to have three letters from referees sent directly to:

Dr. Owen Heisler

Zone Medical Director, Edmonton 

e-mail: owen.heisler@albertahealthservices.ca
c/o, Administrative Assistant

1J2.16 WMC 8440-112 Street

Edmonton, Alberta

T6G 2B7

Deadline:  August 31, 2011 although the position(s) will be held open until filled.

	The University of Alberta, Alberta Health Services and The University of Calgary hire on the basis of merit.  We are committed to the principle of equity in employment.  We welcome diversity and encourage applications from all qualified women and men, including persons with disabilities, members of visible minorities, and Aboriginal persons.  

All qualified candidates are encouraged to apply: however, Canadians and permanent residents will be given priority.  If suitable Canadian citizens and permanent residents cannot be found, other individuals will be considered.
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